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(57) 



ABSTRACT 



An image photographed by an electronic camera can be 
recorded in a recording medium in an optimal recording 
mode such that the quality needed is maintained and the 
space of the recording medium is used efficiently. Image 
data obtained by photographing are displayed on a monitor 
attached to the camera before being recorded in the record- 
ing medium so that a user can set the recording mode for the 
image being displayed. A resolution or compression rate can 
be specified directly in the setting of the recording mode. 
Alternatively, a recording mode corresponding to usage of 
an image (a printing mode, for example) is selected and the 
electronic camera automatically sets the recording mode 
optimal for the usage. After the setting, the image data are 
converted according to the recording mode having been set, 
and recorded in the recording medium. 
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